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Continued on page 2
Figure 1. Image of blue seed beads with unstable glass 
on a Potawatomi bag. National Museum of the American In-


































































Continued on page 5
Figure 2: Image of hexagonal red seed beads with 
glass disease. The other red beads are not deteriorating, 
which suggests that the glass composition of the hexag-
onal beads is unstable. Mushuaunnuat (Barren Ground 
Naskapi) bracelet. National Museum of the American In-
dian, Smithsonian Institution (155574.000). Photo by Robin 
Ohern.
Figure 3. Two images of beads from the same object 
developing glass disease where in contact with leather on 
a Plains breastplate. National Museum of the American In-















































































































Links to our Online Bibliographies on Beads
Researching the World’s Beads
http://www.beadresearch.org/Pages/World_Bead_Bibliography.html





































































































































































Figure 4.  Left, a Northern Athapaskan necklace with 
unstable glass beads that initially appear stable. Right, 
a detail from an Anishinaabe (Chippewa/Ojibwa) man’s 
leggings that appear to be unstable but do not have an 
elevated pH and are therefore stable. National Museum of 
the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution (029182.000 















































Figure 5. Image of pH testing technique for a Kainai Black-
foot (Kainah/Blood) breastplate. National Museum of the 
American Indian, Smithsonian Institution (164109.000 ). 
Photo by Robin Ohern.
Figure 6. Left, detail photomicrograph of surface salts and 
flaking of glass surface that occurred on a Plains Cree or 
Prairie Cree necklace since rehousing. Right, Hollow blown 
black faceted beads on a Mi’kmaq (Micmac) necklace that 
have continued to break apart since rehousing. National 
Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution 


































































TABLE 1: Percentage of beads that have glass disease by color. The number below each column is the total number of 
beads of that color included in the survey.
Table 2. Unstable glass beads by manufacturing technique. The number 






















































































Figure 7. Left, a detail of glass disease on translucent red seed beads. Right, an overall image of the Lakota (Teton/
Western Sioux) cradleboard cover part/fragment. National Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution 
















































































Figure 8. Detail of unstable red-on-white seed beads 
on a pair of Assiniboine (Stoney) gauntlet gloves. National 
Museum of the American Indian, Smithsonian Institution 
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For back issues of Beads: Journal of the 











52nd Annual Seminar on Glass:  
 Beads - Life, Trade, Ritual 
Corning Museum of Glass 
October 17-19, 2013
In connection with its exhibition Life on a String: 
35 Centuries of the Glass Bead, the Corning Museum 
focused its annual Glass Seminar on the theme of beads 
and beadwork. Speakers included Robert Liu (Explain-
ing Historic Beads through Contemporary Glass Tech-
niques), Mary Mullaney (Chevron Bead Stories), Christo-
pher DeCorse (Bits of Glass, Pieces of the Past: Beads and 
Beadworking in West Africa), Alice Scherer (From Basket 
Making to Beadworking: An Examination of the Evolu-
tion of an Indigenous Art Form in the 19th-century Pacific 
Northwest), Karlis Karklins (Souvenir Beadwork of the 
Six-Nations Iroquois), Michele Majer (Bedazzled: Bead 
Embroidery in 20th-Century French Haute Couture), 
Tina Oldknow (Life on a String and Art in the Round: 
Contemporary Beaded Sculpture), and Kristina Logan 





Demonstration at the Corning Studio: Creation of 
Chevron Beads, from Bubble to Bead by Ralph Mossman 
and Mary Mullaney, of Heron Glass in Driggs, Idaho.

Bead Archaeometry Symposium 
Society for Historical Archaeology Conference 






SYM-43. New Research in Material Culture Studies: 

































Floral Journey: Native North American Beadwork
Autry National Center of the American West
Vest, Eastern Sioux, 1870s. Deerskin, moose skin, 
trade cloth, porcupine quills, commercial dye. The General 
Charles McC. Reeve Collection. Southwest Museum of the 
American Indian Collection, Autry National Center; 491.
P.3146
Pouch, possibly Wasco, 1860s–1870s. Buckskin, glass 
beads. Southwest Museum of the American Indian Collec-
tion, Autry National Center; 3.C.147
March 15, 2014–April 26, 2015
Art and spirituality converge with trade and 














The Autry in Griffith Park 
4700 Western Heritage Way 
Los Angeles, California
Catalog:
























research. The society publishes a semi-annual newsletter, The Bead Forum, and an annual journal, BEADS: Journal 
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